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( 535 ) 
I].—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a) — Police. 


A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 26th June says that on the day ee 
A cow-slaughter incident in the of the last B ugr-vd celebration at Tangail ih nis sues 
istrict of Mymeusingh, the district of Mymensingh, a rumour got abroad 
‘hat a Musalman named Jaber Ali had slaughtered a cow. Thereupon two 
Hindus, Babu Chandra Kanta De and Babu Karuna Kanta Khan, warned 
Jaber Ali on behalf of the Hindu community. On the afternoon of the same 
day Jaber Aii informed the Deputy Magistrate, Babu Sib Chandra Nag, that he 
apprehended a breach of the peace. On hearing this, Babu Sib Chandra had 
Chandra Babu brought before him and specially enjoined him’ not to do any- 
thing likely to disturb the peace. He also sent a constable to guard Jaber Ali’s 
house at night. But not satisfied with this, Jaber Ali applied to the District 
Superintendent of Police for aid. The latter brought the matter to the notice 
of the Magistrate. The Magistrate ordered the two Babus to be charged under 
section 107 of the Penal Code, and one of them, Karuna Babu, to be bound 
down to keep the peace. This was accordingly done, but the _ educated 
‘community of Tangail deplore the incident as the commencement of ill-feeling 
between the local Hindus and Musalmans, who have hitherto lived in peace 
and amity. ‘ 
2. A correspondent of the same paper says that Babu Gaurgopal, = C#arvuimm. 
The Police Sub-Inepector ‘in 2 Olice Sub-Inspector in charge of the Kishorgan} 
1e Ce -inspector Mh e ° . . 
charge of the Kishorganj and Tamal- and Jamalpur thanas in the district of Mymensingh, 
por thanas in the district of does his duties in a strange way. ‘The Police 
9 deo at Inspector of Netrakona, who enquired into the 
charges which had been preferred against him, found them true, and sent a 
report to that effect. Nevertheless, the District Superintendent of Police has 
acquitted Gaurgopal. If the Superintendent had doubts as to the truth of the 
charges against the Sub-Inspector, he should have himself enquired into them, 
or entrusted the enquiry to a Deputy Magistrate. } 
3. The Murshidubud Hitaisht of the 27th June has no doubt that the = mursumasav 
The revival of dacoity and its present revival of dacoity in the country is owing Hivaisui, 
CAUSES, to the prevalence of scarcity in the country. There June 27th, 1804. 
Is now scarcitv on all sides, anda large number of people cannot get two full 
meals a day. Iducation has ceased to possess any pecuniary value; for those 
who have received education find it very difficult to make a livelihood. The 
ludigenous arts and manufactures have been destroyed by British competition, 
and the condition of the agriculturists has become deplorable, while repeated 
droughts have turned arable land into waste. And why should not people 
take to wrong ways for livelihood at such a time as this? The rulers of the 
country d> nothing to put an end to this state of things. Their only thought 
1s how they shall provide for their own countrymen, and they encourage the 
draining of the country of its food-stocks. The agricultural classes have 
tbindoned the cultivation of paddy and taken to jute, of which European 
plece-goods are made. ‘The manufacturing classes have been impoverished, 
while Government's anxiety to provide for Europeans and Eurasians is keeping 
out the Indians from its service. Many are therefore taking to bad ways. But 
though British power can put down this recrudescence of crime, Government is 
net usmg .that power. The police officers are incompetent and neglect their 
duties: many cases of dacoity and murders therefore go undetected and un- 
puntsned. In many places people are compelled to keep guard themselves at 
uizht. Many police ofticers have a secret understanding with dacoits and share 
In their gains, They gct poor pay and are obliged to eke out their incomes in 
unlawful ways. The majority of them come from the illiterate classes and 
cannot realise the respon-ible nature of their work. The recent reform of the 
Police Service has left its lower ranks untouched, and the salaries of constables 
have not been inereased. | 
4. The Bharat Mitra of the 28th June has the following in English :— BHARAT Mitra, 
iinicsiiiaibiiaii Rain-gambling is an offence under the Existing June 28h, 1894. 
: . . law. The Act If of 1867 clearly says that— 
“mnon gaming-house” means any house. tent, room, space or walled en- 
vsure, in which cards, dice tables, or other instruments of gaming are kept or 
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used for the profit or gain of the person owning, occupying, using, or keeping such 
house, tent, room, ‘space, or enclosure, whether by way of charge for the 
gaming, or of the house, enclosure, room, or place or otherwise howsoever. The 
rain-gambling house at Barabazar comes within the meaning of this section. 


The rain-gambling house has been rented by the principals for their own 


gain, which they derive by way of commission of one anna per rupee. ‘I'his. 
fec of one anna per rupee 1s charged against all people who frequent there 
for the purpose of gambling. 


Thero is a cistern of eight square-feet on the high roof, made specially with 
a view to gamble. There should be a smart shower of rain to fill it to overflow- 
ing; a spout is attached to thus cistern through which water falls and decides the 
game. ‘I'hus the cistern and the spout, to allintents and purposes, are instruments 
of gaming which decide the fate of the gamblers. An instrument 1s commonl 
called a tool or a machine. ‘The spout and the cistern are tools, by the instru. 
mentality of which certain acts are performed. The Police Commissioner can 
safely proceed against the gamblers under this Act. We are anxious that the 
law should assert its empire when we live under an enlightened Government. 
Wo have noticed in some of the local gp that the existing law on the 
subject is not sufficient for the purpose. We do not quite sce this. We invite 
the prominent attention of the Police Commissioner to this section, and ask him 
to move the Local Council, which is to meet within the course of next fortnight, 
in his capacity as a councillor, to amend the law, if he thinks that it is not sufi- 
cient to suit the requirements of the case. 

Wo are concerned forthe foolish people who are led to gamble, as it has 
been often obsorved that they are ultimately reduced to a pitiable state. They 
must be anyhow saved from the misery that attends upon this trade. The 
budinashes and their feats that we hear of from time to time will be nowhere if 
this trade is done away with. Now as this agitation is going on both in the 
Vernacular and Anglo-Indian papers, we notice more people, particularly 
Europeans of low class, to crowd the gaming-house. ‘The gambling has more 
charms than anything else on the earth. Heretofore this was confined to the 
Marwaries, other natives and their servants. eee 

These people, when losing all that they have, have recourse to means quite 
illegal und immoral. We are afraid of the increase of crowds, particularly 
amongst Icuropeans, in the gaming house, the inevitablo results of which will 


be still more deplorable. 


d, Referring to the result of the enquiry which was held into the quarrel 
| between the Hindu and the Musalman constables of 

The case of the constables of ° >.4° ; 
tas Adincen tetiegin Dili the Alipore Reserve Police, the MWitavadi of the 
29th June cannot understand why. the Hindu 
constables have been found guilty and punished for blowing conch-shells during 
the performance of their daily worship, which, by the purest accident, was 
taking while the Musalman constables were making their nemaz. Blowing 
conch-shells is a necessary part of Hindu worship, and the Hindu constables 
were not certainly to blame for blowing them. Do the Hindus ever complain 
if the Musalmans interrupt them in their silent religious meditation by 
saving their ncmez ina loud voice? The writer does not know if separate 
places for worship are assigned for the Hindu and Musalman constables of the 
Alipore Police. If there are, it is to be asked if the Hindus left their own place 
of worship and went to the quarters of the Musalman constables with the 
object of interrupting them, It is to be hoped that Government will publish the 
report submitted by the enquiring officer. The officer who tried the case 
niiderstands the signs of t':e time, and will surely be promoted for the service he 

has rendered, 

6, ‘Tho same paper contains what is called a detective’s story, from which 

ee a the following extract is made :— 

e people inthe detection of ry ‘ ; 
ores Ihe people of this country have a belief that 
oe | they will be harassed by the police if they admit 
having been witnesses to a crime, and they do not ‘therefore care to Las the 
police in tracing criminals. Indeed, none but those who have a private malice 
to gratify will have anything to do with the police, This is a serious obstacle 
m the path of the police in the detection of crimes. But the people alone are 
notto blame for this sate of things. For it is not infrequently the case that the 


¥ 
ars 
an 
= 
a 
~{ 
3% 
po 
~ 
* 
eu 
3 
WA 
ed 
a 
) 
“a 
> , 
4 
wy 
ws 
5 
> 
4 s 
fi 
“a 
1 
ra 
of 
ae 
~. 
se 
“ 
y 
ae 
* 
y 
j 


DSS ORS a st Sete ator VES pee” 


( 537 ) 


lice, in order to avoid the stigma of being regarded as inefficient, oppress and 
torture people to get at the truth. 

7, A correspondent writing to the Sudhakar of tho 29th June from 
Nalaganj complains that bears are committing great 


t Nalaganj. : . ‘ ° 
Ravages of beare oi ravages in the villages of Darikamari, Pachagar and 


\Vjsmani near that place. They have killed two children. ‘The Government is 


requested to attend to the matter. 


8. The Sanjivani of the 30th June has been astonished to read Sir John 


__ _Lambert’s remarks on the petition which was 
Sir John Lambert on the social submitted by the Social Purity Movement Committee 
ee praying for the introduction into India of the 
English law relating to the letting of houses to prostitutes. Does Sir John 
think that it is the people of the West alone who hate prostitutes, and that the 
people of the East do nothate them? Doeshe think that the people of Calcutta, 
unlike the people of England, do not consider it a social degradation to let 
houses to prostitutes? Many Englishmen think that the people of this country 
look upon prostitutes as members of their community, and that they do not, 
therefore, feel themselves disgraced in living in the same house with these 
creatures. Sir John, for one, surely labours under this mistake, or he would not 
have dared to say what hehas said. ‘The residents of Calcutta, if they have the 
least sense of self-respect, ought to protest against Sir John Lambert’s remarks. 

9. The Bankura Darpan of the Ist July says that the Mejya outpost at 
its recent site cn the Raniganj road and near the 
railway station was a check upon thievesand dacoits, 
and a source of convenience to people all round, who will have now to go to 
Gangajalghati to lodge complants. A good deal of traffic passes along the 
Raniganj road, and that road is also taken by thieves and dacoits who come to 
the place by rail. ‘The authorities are therefore requested to remove the out- 
post.to its former site. 

10. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 1st July says that, if it be 
true that the wife of one Jaladhar Sarkar of Bahuli 
in the Sirajganj sub-division of the Pabna district 
was forcibly taken away from her husband’s bed by 
some badmashes, and was so violently outraged that she died shortly after- 
wards; that a Muhammadan of Narua in the same sub-division was attacked 
with spears on the public highway by eight or nine men; and that a dacoity 
was committed within the jurisdiction of the Ramganj thana in which property 
worth fourteen hundred rupees was taken away, then must it be said that 
anarchy prevails in Sirajganj. 


(b)— Working of the courts. 


ll. The Charu Mihir of the 26th June, says that it is now rainin 

oe | incessantly in the district of Mymensingh, an 
re tours in the rainy the trial of cases by the Leputy Magistrate, Maulavi 

yea Ahammed, whois touring in the mufassal, is causing 

“reat inconvenience. to suitors. Cannot the Deputy Magistrate postpone his 
tour till the end of the rainy season ? 

12. The Murshidabad INitaishi of the 27th June has the following about 
road cess affairs in the district of Murshidabad :— 

At the District Itoad Cess office, people coming 
to pay the road cess are required first to get the 
chalans for different tauzis signed by the muharrirs in charge of those tauzis, 
and then to have those chalans passed by the head clerk. Now, the first part of 
this business is apparently intended to enable the muharrirs to see whether or 
hot the amounts mentioned in the chalans correspond with those due as cess 
under the numbers attached to those chalans. And if the muharrirs do their 
duty properly, the cases of road cess arrears cannot accumulate. They have 
only to refuse to sign the chalans whose amounts do not tally with the correct 
anounts, and the balance due will be forthcoming. But they look upon the 
‘iwning of the chalans as a purely formal matter, and hence the accumulation of 
arrears. Again, people find it very difficult to find the several muharrirs who 
sion the several batches of chalans. Different: mubharrirs are entrusted with the 
‘isning of chalans bearing different numbers, and a man having 50 different 
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chalans belonging to different tauzis to be signed, has to make frequent references 
to the notices hung up outside the office before he can find out the muharrirs 
—whoaro to sign his chalans. ‘The head clerk of the (ess Office 1s asked to devise, 
‘n consultation with the Collector, some method by which the inconvenience to 
the public arising out of the latter cause 'may be removed. 
BANGANIVAS!, 13. The Banganivasi of the 29th June says that on the 24th May last 
June 2vth, 1691, - nineteen witnesses were summoned to give evidenco 
Witnesses harassed bya Deputy in @ certain case before Mr. Fazlal- Karim, Deput 
nT Magistrate of Madaripur. On the appointed day 
the witnesses appeared, but, as the case was not taken up that day, they were 
asked to appear on the 7th June, which was fixed for the hearing of the 
case. On the 7th June they again came, but were sent away and asked 
by the head clerk of the Court to appear on the 11th June, as the Deputy 
Magistrate had gone to Furidpur to attend a meeting of the District Board. On 
the 11th June too the witnesses were not examined, as the Deputy Magistrate 
had gone out on tour. Now, who is responsible for the great trouble to which 
these nineteen poor people were thus put? This shows how lawless and high- 
handed the mufussal Magistrates are, and how rarely information of their acts 
of oppression reaches the higher authorities. 
BaNKURA Darran. 14. The Bankura Darpon of the 1st July says that as cg le song officers 
July Ist, 1804. write a very clumsy hand, the District Judge of 
Bad hand-wnting of judicial }3nkura has directed that in all appeal cases a fair 
officers. | - , 
copy of the evidence taken down by the lower 
court should be appended to the record. He would have done well if he had 
also hinted to the judicial officers themselves that they should try to make thcir 
handwriting legible. 
Baxkcaa DARPAN. 15. The same paper recommends that, before empowering any subordinate 
ie judicial officer to record evidence in English, 
PP eens. = — ecord Government should require a recommendation from 
wee the District Judge and the District Magistrate that 
the officer in question is fit to be so empowered, 
Hankena Danray, 16. The same paper says that a local Magistrate is in the habit of foully 
abusing people who appear before him in connection 
with cases. A respectable Kayastha instituted in 
his Court a case of assault. ‘The Magistrate in question asked him why theaccused 
had assaulted him. On his making a little delay in answering the question the 
Magistrato cxclaimed—‘ Has the accused an illegal intrigue with your wife, or 
is he your sister’s husband ?” The man of course had to pocket the insult as best 
he could, but this question gave great offence to every gentleman present. 
On another occasion, a’ case in which the accused had been let off by a 
Deputy Magistrate, came before this judicial officer for retrial by order of the 
District Judge. Before commencing the trial the Magistrate expressed himself 
as follows in open court:—“ Why these dogs were let off? Was the trying 
Magistrate sleeping then? They must not get less than six months each.” 
The writer hopes that the Magistrate will mend his conduct and have a 
proper respect for his position. { ; 
ini iain 17. ‘The Su/ubh Dainik of the 2nd July protests on two grounds against 
Jicy 2nd, 1994. Pleaders prohibited from stand. the order passed by Mr. Cumming, Magistrate of 
ing bail for accused persons in tho Alipore, forbidding pleaders and mukhtars to stand 
Supe Court bail for accused persons. Firstly, if pleaders and 
mukhtars are not allowed to stand bail for accused persons, the latter will not 
: readily obtain other bail, and will therefore have to go to hajué. Secondly, it 
is very doubtful whether the Magistrate has the power to pass such an order. 
The question should be soon authoritatively settled. 
a eae 18. ‘The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 5th July thus criticises 
July Sth. 198. Sir George Chesury and Indian’ Sir George Chesney’s article in the Nineteenth 
dawn, tate comnts, Ae, Century on tree-daubing. 

According to Sir George, English laws and English law-courts are 
unsuited to the people of India, and the unlimited right of appeal which the 
people enjoy under the law, as well as the pleaders practising in the law-courts, 

id are doing quite an amount of harm to the country. Now the entire constitution 
4) e of the Indian Administration is English, and it “cannot be that English laws 
ig ; and law-courts in’ this country should be an exception to this rule. ‘The right 
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of appeal ought not to be curtailed, for its curtailment will produce anarchy 
in the country. As Lord Brassey says, the rulers of India are foreigners and 
have not much sympathy with the eople. Under these circumstances, any 
curtailment of the right of appeal will result m gross oppressions being com- 
mitted on the people. Tho prospect of such oppressions may be viewed oy 
Sir George with morbid delight, but the consequences of such oppressions_ will 
not be good. His accusation of the pleaders is undeserved. It is the intricacy 
of the law that is the cause of the whole mischief. But for these pleaders 
the oppressions of the people by the officers of Government would greatly 


increase. 


19. The Charu Mihir of the 26th June says that the distance of the 
Cnder-trial prisoners in the Mymensingh Jail from the Criminal Courts in the 
Mymensingh Jail. town is nearly two miles, and under-trial prisoners, 
while travelling this distance on foot, are often drenched in rain in the rainy 


season, and, when taken back to Jail, they have to pass the night in wet clothes. - 


Again, a Deputy Magistrate in Mymensingh holds his Court till 8 o'clock at 
night, and so, when the under-trial prisoners return to jail after that hour, they 


can get nothing to eat. 
(d)—Education. 


20. The Sahachar of the 27th June has the following about Sub-Inspectors 
of Schools — | 

In this country the pathsalas are inspected 

only by the Sub-Inspectors of Schools, and so the progress or dealing of 
primary education must greatly depend on these officers. It is a matter of 
regret, however, that they receive no encouragement from Government. 
There are many Sub-Inspectors who have been doing their duties with credit 
for 14 or 15 years, but they have not been able to enter tho lowest grade of 
the Subordinate Educational Service. When the grade system was first intro- 
duced in the Education Department, there were 100 appointments in the grade, 
carrying a salary of Rs. 50 to 75 a month. But for the purpose of facilitating 
promotion to the higher grades, the number of appointments in this grade 
was reduced to 50, and the number of appointments in the higher grades was 
increased. It is for this reason that it has become so difficult for Sub-Inspectors 
to enter the graded service. The travelling allowances which they get are 
ridiculously small, only two annas per mile, although travelling, even in carts 
costs three to four annas a mile. While the Sub-Inspectors of the Postal Depart- 
ment get Rs. 60 as monthly allowance, those of the Education Department 
vet only an allowance of eight annas per day; and the Sub-Inspectors have 
fared worse since the introduction of Local Self-Government, For Govern- 
ment now keeps in its service only two Sub-Inspectors in each district, and all 
the other Sub-Inspectors have been made over to the District Boards. Now, 
those who have thus come under the Board rarely get leave of absence, for 
the Boards are unwilling to incur extra expenditure on their account. In the 
service of Government they could not be dismissed at pleasure, and when 
dismissed could appeal against the order of dismissal. But they enjoy none 
of these advantages under the Board. Again, Sub-Inspectors appointed by the 
Boards are not entitled to pension, and though the pay of Sub-Inspcctors in the 
service of Government has not decreased, some of the Boards have already 
appointed Sub-Inspectors on Its 30a month. As a consequence, the chance of 
fit men being appointed as Sub-Inspectors is disappearing. Last year Rai 
Radhika Prasanna Mukharji, Inspector of the Presidency Circle, made a very 
timcly and well-reasoned proposal, requesting Government to take back into 
its service these sub-inspectors whom it had made over to the District Boards, 
and many District Magistrates have approved of the prop»sal and praised the 
Rai Bahadur for having made it. In the course of his letter on the subject, 
Radhika Babu has shown that, as things now stand, it has become difficult to 
transfer sub-inspectors from one district to another. In other provinces of 
India it is Government which appoints the inspecting officers of the Education 
Department, and why should it be otherwise in Bengal? The Education Com- 
mission also recommended the appointment of inspecting officers in the Educa- 
tion Department directly by Government. The writer would have been glad if 
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space had permitted him to publish Radhika Babu’ letter. It is a wo). 
reasoned’ and unanswerable letter. As things now stand much time and 
money is being wasted in consequence of Sub-Inspectors under Government 
and the District Boards travelling outside the limits of their respective jurisdic. 
tions. Government alone should appoint Sub-Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors should 
inspect all schools including those under go pe and District Boards, 
for primary education, will suffer if the Boards also are allowed to appoint 
Sub-Inspectors. It is hoped that Government and the Director of Public In. 
struction will carefully consider Radhika Babu's proposals, and take steps to 
improve the Sub-Inspector’s position in regard to pay and promotion, 
~ Q1, Tho Mtuvadi of the eo June fan gy that a ee ee man 
‘ than Dr. Gurudas Bannerji should have been agp. 
sett st tes eae tee pointed President of the Nintvel Text-Book 4 
Book Committee. mittee ; but now that the doctor has been appointed, 
itis to be honed that God will give him sufficient strength of mind to carry oa 
his new duties properly. 
22. The Langavasi of the 30th June asks if the people who are bursting 
: with delight at the proposal for the establishment 
i proposed technical school of g technical school at Dacca have ever thought 
sara : what the subjects are that will be taught there, and 
where the boys, who will receive their education there, shall find a market for 
their manufactures, supposing they can produce really good things. These 
people may also well be asked if they know why the world-famed muslin 
industry of Dacca has perished. It is a matter that should set one a-thinking, 
this rejoicing by some people at the prospect of the establishment of a technical 
school at Dacca, to teach boys the arts of the carpenter and the blacksmith. 
23. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the Ist July says that the people 
of Howrah are sorry that orders have been passed 
1 The transfer of the Deputy transferring Babu Haramohan Bhattacharyya 
nspector of schools, Howrah. “ease : 
Deputy Inspector of Schools, from the district and 
a mocting of the residents of the Jaggatbullubpur thana was held the other 
day to protest against the step. Babu Haramohan is an able officer and ought 
not to be transferred from Howrah. 
24. The Llindi Bangavusi of the 2nd July says that, as the proposed Text- 
The proposed Text-Book Com. Book Committee for the Allahabad University will 
mittee for the Allahabad Uni- consist of only ten members appointed by Govern- 
bates ment, the remaining members, thirty in number, 
being nominated by the Director of Public Instruction, its establishment will 
not result in much good to the North-Western Provinces. 


(°)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


20. Tho Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 28th June says that the 

Se lanes in the Colootola section of the town are in a 

Ae sh aa ee et ana sy condition, dirt and filth being seldom 
removed therefrom, ) 

26. Tho Pratikar of the 29th June advises the erection of the Berhampore 
water-works at a place midway between Berham- 
pore and Murshidabad towns, as that will not only 
make the works less costly, but greatly benefit both 
Marsnaened and Nasipur. The Lalbagh Municipality is asked to consider the 
proposal. | 

27. <A correspondent of the same paper protests against the proposal of 
the Murshidabad District Board to contribute to- 
wards the cost of the Berhampore water-works, and 
) says that, if sufficient money be not forthcoming, it 
is the Berhampore Municipality which should find the wherewithall to pay for 
its own water. : 

283. <A correspondent of the Samay of the 29th June complains that the 

ae ae ne we ON fee charged at the Hanskhali ferry ghat in the 
Nadiadetret > &  ° Nadia district during the summer and_ winter 
months, when there is very little water in the river, 
is Ono pice per head, though thik authoritics have fixed it at half a pice for these 
sCusons, oe 
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“99, The Sanjivant of the 30th June says that, considering the distress 

from which the people of Tippera are just now suffer- 

The Lieutenant-Governor's recep- ing, it would be inadvisable for the Municipality 

mee ie or the District Board to spend anything for the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s reception. 

30. The Bankura Darpan of the Ist July says that the distressed rate- 

- payers of the Bankura Municipality, who are now 

| ered Be pesessment hardly able to procure thoir daily meals, are quite 

Ce bewildered by the increased municipal assessment. 

In the majority of cases the assessment has been doubled, and that without any 

corresponding increase in the incomes of the rate-payers, whose assessments have 

been so enhanced. Even one or two of those whose houses were lately destroyed 

by fire, and who have not yet been able to erect new houses, have had their 


assessments increased. 
( f)— Question affecting the land. 


31. The Charu Mihir of the 26th June has the following on the duties of 
: the Bengal zamindars :— 
Absenteeism among = Bengal Following the Government of India’s example 
zamindars, : ; . | , ° 
of ruling the country from the heights of Simla, 
the zamindars of Bengal now stay away from their estates and live in Calcutta, 
This absenteoism on their part at atime like the present, when the country 


suffers from scarcity of food all the year round, and when dissension between 


raiyat and zamindar under the colour of a reccrd of rights, is slowly, and as it 
were imperceptibly, making its appearance in Bengal and Bihar, can be for the 
good neither of themselves nor of their raiyats. If they leave the management 
of their estates entirely in the hands of their officers, they are likely to become 
unpopular with their rulyats, whose affection can be secured only by treating 
them kindly, and sympathising with them in their joys and sorrows. It is their 
duty to amicably settle petty disputes among their ralyats and to give them 
such aid and advice as will enable them to increase the productive power of their 
lands. But this duty cannot be properly discharged by zamindars living away 


from their estates. ‘The Muhammadan rulers of India issued firmans directing. 


zamindars and the people under them as to how they should deal with the 
raiyats. Such a firman was issued in 1668-69 by the Emperor Aurungzcb to 


SANJIVANI, 
June 30th, 1894. 


BANKURA DARPAN, 
July lst, 1894. 


CHarvu Minir, 
June 26th, 1894. 


Muhammad Hossein :—“ First, you will deport yourself towards raiyats with | 


kindness and humanity, and by wise regulations and practical expedients 
encourage them to extend their cultivation, so that no land capable of being 
rendered productive may remain uncultivated. 

Second, at the commencement of the season you will ascertain whether the 
cultivators are employed in their cultivation, or appear inclined to neglect it. 
If they possess the means, you will induce them to cultivate their lands b 
encouragement ; and to those who require assistance, you will afford it. If upon 
inspection you shall find that, though possessing the means and blessed with 
favourable season, raiyats neglect their cultivation, you will have recourse to 
threat and punishment.” Harington’s Analysis, Volume III, page 300. 

From a perusal of the above, the zamindars will be able to realise the arduous 
nature of their duties to their raiyats. In these days when education is spread- 
ing among the masses, and press criticism is giving publicity to the laws, the 
raiyats are gradually understanding their own rights. At such a time it is 
certainly not prudent for zamindars to live at a distance from their raiyats. 
Many of them are also in the habit of celebrating the marriages of their sons 
and daughters in Calcutta, and not in their native villages, in which case the 
money spent in these celebrations would go to benefit na fas and other paren. 
This halt should not therefore be frequently indulged in. The zamindars 
may greatly benefit themselves and their ralyats if, instead of wasting their 
money on unworthy objects, they spend it for the purpose of improving the soil 
of the country. 

32. The same paper says that as Mr. Earle, Collector of Mymensingh, did 

ae not permit the writer to be supplied with copies 
hoon eg of sale notices ID Gf notices of auction sales, he was unable to publish 

ee them in his paper. Ee wrote to the Collector for 
copies, but up to date has received no answer. A large number of petty taluk- 
dars reside in the district of Mymensingh, and they are greatly inconvenienced 
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by not receiving timely notice of these sales. In Mr. Radice’s time the write; 


yublished sale notices for a few weeks, and he hopes that the present Collector 


will not, at the instance of his amla, deprive the public of the advantago of g 
newspaper publication of these notices : 


33. The Banganivasi of the 29th Juno says that in Bihar the zamindars 
are in the habit of systematically ignoring raiyaty’ 
rights to the lands they cultivate, and treating them 
as tenants-at-will. It was for this reason that the 


Anxiety in connection with the 
Bibar cadastral survey. 


necessity of a cadastral survey was felt there, and Sir Antony MacDonnell 


proved that necessity in lis minute on the subject. : But owlng to the 
opposition of the zamindars the survey operations have not yet commenced there, 
and this has raised suspicions in the minds of the raiyats. ‘1 hey are extremely 
avxious to know whether or not the survey will be ever undertaken in Bihar. 

34. The Tippera correspondent of the Sanjivani of the 30th June says 
that the settlement of the zamindari of Baby 
Asutosh Rai of Sarail, now under the management 
of the Court of Wards, was lately effected under 
the Superintendence of Babu Kali Sankar Sen, Deputy Collector, at a cost of 
two lakhs of rupees. But the Director of Land Records having found out 
that the settlement records were full of errors, Government, in order to avoid 
an exposure, silently re-appointed the same Deputy Collector to correct them, 
and the Deputy Collector has submitted his final report. But the raiyats 
being aware of the unreliable nature of the records, refuse to pay rent. It is 
clear therefore that, after spending two lakhs of the zamindars money, 
Government has only placed him in a difficulty from which he will find it 
much too troublesome to extricate himself. Cannot the zamindar make the 
Government liable for the money which has been spent in the settlement ? 

Aftor the Sarail settlement, Babu Kali Sankar was appointed to carry 
out the settlement of the zamindari of the Maharaja of Tippera. But 
Mr. Macpherson removed him and appointed Mr. Barada Charan Mitra in his 
place. It is hoped that under Mr. Mitra the settlement will be concluded 
without a hitch. In the meantime, the raiyats and talukdars of Nurnagar 
have assumed a hostile attitude, and refuse to accept the rates of rent fixed 
for them. Mr. Mitra is, therefore, trying to come to a compromise which 
has the sanction of the Maharaja. ‘The Licutenant-Governor will visit Tippera 
to see to this matter. 

35. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakash of the Ist July says that 
some of the Mymensingh zamindars are in the 
habit of realising illegal cesses from their raiyats 
and oppressing them in various other ways in the 
Jafarsahi pargana within the Jamalpur subdivision of the Mymensingh 
district. There is scarcity in the pargana, and rice is selling at 8 or 10 seers 
per rupee; and yet the raiyats are compelled to meet the illegal demands 
of the Jafarsahi zamindars. Some of these, for instance, the zamindar of 
Bhabanipur, are very good men, und it would have been well if all had been 
like them. ‘The zamindar of Kalipore is in the habit of exacting from the 
railyats mathat at a high rate.. The zamindar of Golakpur also does the 
same thing; and the raiyats under him have been in many instances compelled 
to sell their agricultural cattle in order to meet his illegal demands. The 
local Deputy Magistrate has saved the raiyats from imprisonment, but has not 
been able to prevent their being fined by the zamindars. 


The settlements in the Tippera 
district. 


Zamindari oppression in My- 
mensingh. 


(g)—Ratlways and Communication, including canals and irrigation. 


36. Tho Durdwan Sanjirvni of the 26th June says that Government, 
in this county, never docs a thing out of purely 
disinterested motives. Whenever, therefore, it 
undertakes a measure ostensibly for the good 
of the people, one may be sure that it has, first of all, calculated its 
own share of the gain to be derived from it. To say, therefore, that Govern- 
ment has excavated the Eden canal solely for the good of the people is to 
betray a gross ignorance of the motives of Government. Raiyats are no doubt 
benefited by the canal water and are willing to pay the canal rate, but 


Conditions under which water is 
supphed from the Eden canal. 
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itisa matter of deep regret that they are made to pay tho rate even when 
they do not take the water. Under the agreements which they execute for the 
use of the canal water, they are required to pay the water-rate for a specified 
number of years; and so they must pay the tax even in those years in which 
there may be no necessity for taking the water. This is not as it should be ; 
and raiyats should be made to pay the tax only for the years in which 
water is actually taken. Again, a8 the agreements do not specify the number 
of bighas for which the tax is taken, it often happens that the tax is demanded 
for a much larger number of bighas than that for which water has been actually 
taken. Sometimes, the Jands of one village are by mistake included among 
those of another, and the latter is made to pay as canal rate a larger sum than 
is due from it. It also happens that, though all the lands in a village 
have not received water from the canal, all the villagers are nevertheless 
made to pay the tax because they have lands in that village! It is a matter 
of regret that no attempt is made by Government to check these irregularities 
in connection with the distribution of the canal water and the assessment 
of the canal rate. In 1299 (B. E.) when the crops were being damaged 
by drought, the raiyats, in accordance with an immemorial custom, began to 
construct bunds across the Banka witha view-to use its water for irrigation 
purposes. Government saw that if the raiyats were allowed to construct these 
bunds, its income from the canal rate would decline, and it therefore passed an 
order prohibiting the making of bunds without executing agreements to itself. 
The raiyats refused to forego the right which they had enjoyed for generations 
and disobeyed the order. But the punishments inflicted on them by the 
Criminal Courts brought them round, and they consented to execute agreements 
for the use of the Banka water. On the strength of these agreements Govern- 
ment is now issuing certificates to realise its dues. The raiyats are objecting, 
but their objections are being heard in some cases and rejected in others. All 
irregularity connected with this matter should be put an end to. Again, 
Government ought to show some consideration in the case of those who have 
to carry water from the Banka and the canal at an expenditure of labour and 
money. Surely they ought to be assessed to a smaller rate than those who get 
the water easily or at their doors. 

dt. The Sahachar, of the 27th June says that the carriages provided by 

Treatment of third-class passen- the authorities of the Eastern Bengal Railway, on 

gers on the Eastern Bengal Rail- the occasion of the last Ambubachi fair at Bansra, 
i ae er were as wretclicd as those provided by them on the 
occasion of the last Dasahara bathing festival. Regardless of the rains, third- 
class passengers, male and female, were crammed together like so many earthen 
pots on roofless trucks used for carrying bricks, and those pessengers were 
subjected in addition to extortion by the railway servants. ‘The authorities 
secm to regard passengers from the southern section as worse than beasts, and 
not even drinking water is supplied to them at this time of the year. Will they 
take notice of these complaints and enquire into them? 

38. The Dacca Prokash of the lst July takes the opportunity of the 
A Railway line between Dacca Lieutenant-Governor’s proposed visit to Dacca to 
and Goalundo. urge on his attention the desirability of constructing 
a railway line from Dacca to Goalundo. ‘The construction of this line, which 
the writer has discussed so many times, will increase the income of the Dacca- 
Mymensingh line, and make it a paying instead of what it is now a losing line. 
The income from this line will far exceed that which is likely to be derived 
from the proposed Madaripur-Khulna line. ‘The proposal to construct the 
latter line should therefore be dropped, and the Dacca-Goalundo line should be 
taken in hand. | 


(h)\—General. - 
39. The Burdwan Sanjivant of the 26th June has the following :— 
The attitude of the English There can be no doubt that the rulers of India, 
officials towards the people. from the Viceroy to the District Magistrate, have to 


discharge duties of a very arduous nature. Anil those among them wh» in 
discharging these duties succeed in removing the wants of the people and 


‘gaining their good opinion have their reward in sclf-satisfaction, in the cnjoy- 


ment of a cvood name, and in inexhaustible religious merit. Butthisrewarl falls 
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tothe lot. of a very few indced. Admitting man’s liability to error, how many of 
these rulers are actuated by a desire to win the good opinion of the people, to 
rule them impartially, irrespective of all considerations of caste, and and crecd, and 
to remove their wants at the sacrifice of their own interests and the interests of 
their friends and relatives? Ilow many of them are pained when, in times of 
scarcity, the people cry for food and die of starvation, or make an effort to 
save them ? When people in the far mufassal begin to. die of water-scarcity in 
the hot weather, how many of them mix their sorrowing accents with those of 
the sufferers and try to devise measures for their safety and relief? When a 
plague breaks out in the country, and the air is full of the groans of the 
stricken-down, and hundreds die every minute, how many officers of Govern- 
ment are moved by the sight to take steps to put down the scourge? The 
people of India are now the subjects of the civilised British Ra) and they 
therefore expect that those sent out to this country to govern them will be just 
and impartial men. But it 1s @ matter of deep regret to them that they are 
now obliged to question the love of justice of many of their rulors, be they 
Magistrates of districts, or Commissioners of divisions, or Governors of provinces. 
Many officials of Government are now doing great harm to the country by 
abandoning a straightforward ‘policy and adopting a crooked one in its place. 
‘To oppress and to repress the people have now become the main object of their 
policy. A good many of the officials now bring about by their acts discord 
and dissension between the different sections of the people. ‘The officials, as a 
class, now think of governing the people by inspiring terror in their minds, 
But they are labouring under a great misapprehension. They should know 
that English education has now opened the eyes of the people, and natives are 
being appointed to high posts; and so in these days a policy which aims at 
terrorising the p: ople is clearly out of date and cannot succeed. | 
4U. The Sahachar of the 27th June has the following :— 

Megisteates can peeeent qnats ‘That Magistrates can, when so minded, manage 
res. things to tho satisfaction of all parties has been 
proved by the conduct of the Magistrate of Ghazipur on the occasion of the 
last Bugr-Jd celebration in that place. This year there was no trouble about 
the matter, and though subordinate police officers attempted to excite quarrels, 
the Magistrate was firm and the whole thing passed off smoothly. Ghazipur 
has a large zola population who slaught-red a large number of cows last year at 
instigation, and that led to riots. But this year they substituted, in most 
cases, goats and sheep for cows, and there was no quarrel. ‘The Magistrate is liked 

There are very few Magistrates in this 
country so popular as Mr. Porter of Allahabad. On one occasion, the Mahurrum 
and the Masatla eclebrations came about on the same day, but he managed 
things in such away that both Hindus and Mussalmans blessed him. So lon 

as Mr. Porter was at Allahabad, there were no quarrels between Hindus al 
Musalmans. Let Government, therefore, see that every thing depends on 
its own officers, It is very desirable that the relation which formerly existed 
between Magistrates and the people should be re-established. Unlike soldiers, 
Magistrates ought not to be guided by political considerations in what they do. 

41. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 28th June says that the 

The Hindu sepoys at Bareilly Ilineu sepoys who were stationed at Bareilly during 
during the Bagr I. the last Lugr-/d festival, failing to display their 
anger against the Musalmans for slaughtering cows, by a more overt act threw 
stones at them while the azan was being made. Sir Charles Crosthwaite’s state- 
ment that the Hindus of the North-Western Provinces are never to be trusted 
has thus been completely verified. 

42. ‘Tho same paper says that Sir Charles Crosthwaite’s russad circular 
will fail to deter parawallas and khitmadgars from 
extorting provisions free of cost from the villagers. 
43. Phe Banaanivasi of the 29th June says that Hindu rajniti is essen- 

Mr. Radice’s appointment as tially different from the British rajniti, Otherwise 

Ofheating District Magistrate. it would not have been necessary to revive the 
fading memory of gross acts of oppression committed on a son of India by a 
Luropean officiil  tlardly five months of Mr. Radice’s period of suspended 
promotion had been chipscd, when Sir Charles Elliott appointed him as the 
Othaatne District Mavistrate of Mywmensingh, setting at naught the order of 


The Russad circular. 
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sir Antony Macdonnell in regard to that officer. This was certainly an act 
hich civilised statesmanship will not approve. 

When the Magistrate of Mymensingh took Jeave, no other man could be 
had fit to at once take charge of his duties, and therefore Mr. Radice was 
appointed. This is what His Honour says. Yes, but a really unfit person 
«hose conduct was censured and whose promotion was stopped by His Honour's 

redecessor for a scrious fault was found fit by His Honour! — | 
oP '"t4. The Samay of the 29th June says that the Secretary of State’s reply 

eg +0 Sir William Wedderburn’s question regarding the 

Mr. Fowler on Mr. Radices 3 ; | ae ee 
ppointiaeut to the Mymensingh appointment of Mr ltadice to the Magistrateship 
Magistrateship. of the Mymensingh district is an illustration of the 
ridiculous line of argument which the enlightened and upright British Govern- 
ment often makes use of to meet objections of those who questions its acts. 
Was there no Civilian in Bengal except Mr. Radice? And would anarchy have 
reigned or British rule been upset in Mymensingh if it had been left without a 
Magistrate for a day or two, that 1s to say, pending the arrival of a Magistrate 
from some Other disirict ? 

45, ‘The same paper has the following:— 

The North-Westorn Provinces .. -H¢ Lieutcnant-Governor of the North-Western 
Government and the Bareilly Provinces rejected the Bareilly memorial because 
memorial. it was not signed by any Hindu resident of that 
place. But would it have been criminal for His Honour to accept a memorial 
which only brought to his notice certain grievances of his Hindu subjects? And 
had His Honour any secret motive in delaying the return of the memorial till the 
lith May, instead of returning it immediately after its receipt? ‘There is a 
belief that the return of the petition was delayed probably because Sir Charles 
Crosthwaite did not wish its submission to the Government of India before the 
Bagr-/, in order that the Hindus of Barielly might at least for another year 
be made to sce the painful sight of cow-slaughter. 


46. The Bangavas: of the 30th June has learnt with astonishment and 
Chole'a inoculation among alarm from Mr. Theobald’s letter that the virus 
$e poys. 


_— for cholera inoculation is prepared from the stools of 
cholera patients, and says that if Mr. Theobald speaks the truth, Government 
should at once stop the inoculation of sepoys with this virus. 

47. A correspondent of the Sanjivani of the 30th June says that on the 
appearance of complaints in the Sunjivani about 
the situation of certain toddy shops in Chander- 
nagar near Maheshtala in the 24-Parganas district, the Exeise Deputy Collector 
ordered their removal. It is necessary therefore to enquire why the Inspector 
has not yet seen the order executed. 

48. ‘The Saraswat Patra of the 30th June says that the commercial 

The proposed transfer of the importance which has of late years been acquired 
on hy ~ Seemann) by Naraingunj) makes it highly undesirable that 

emecee @sict. the head-quarters of the subdivision should be 
transicrred to Dacca, In fact, from a commercial point of view, Narainganj 
ls to-day a place of greater importance than Dacca itself. 

‘49. The Dacca Gazette of the 2nd July says that considering the 
The pr-posed transfer of the Commercial importance of Narainganj, the transfer 
wibdi-isional head-quarters from of the subdivisional head-quarters from that 
Sarungany in the Dacca dis- place will certainly lead to a very great increase 

of crime. 

It was only two or three years ago that the subdivisional court building 
Was constructed ata cost of Rs. 46,000. Government should therefore keep 
up the court of Narainganj in order that it may, out of its income, recoup 
itself this cost. Moreover, the proposed transfer will not permit of an 
re-trenchmnent of expenditure, but will rather lead to an increase of it, by 
necessitating the appointment of fresh customs staff at Narainganj, 


The Mahestala toddy shops 


ITI.— LEGISLATIVE. 


%O). The Murshidabad Mitaishi of the 27th June has the following on the 
The Sanitary Drainage Bill Sanitary Drainugo Bul 
Ce ee When one considers that Government has 


proposed this measure of its own accord, quite unasked by the people, one 
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comes to suspect that there must be some secret motive underlying it. And this 
secret motive becomes clear on perusing sections 23 and 29 of the third Chapter 
of Part IL of the Bill, According to these sections Government. will Ad Vance 
money for the construction of drainage works, but the people will have ti 
pay interest on it at the rate of 5 per cent. This proves Government desires 
to do cood to the people out of a purely disinterested motive! It IS the people’s 
money that will be advanced by Government: why then suck their blood fo, 


interest on this very money? Government itself likes to pay interest on 


the money borrowed by it at the rate of 32 per cent., but will nevertheless take 


5 per cent. from the people. This is what one may call mercantile disinterested. 
ness! The existence of these provisions in the Bill makes it probable that 
it will be passed into law notwithstanding all opposition. And having regard 
to Sir Charles Elliott’s character and his way of carrying on -the administra. 
tion, the public have no hope that he will accept their criticisms on the measure, 
It is very doubtful whether the measure will gain the object for which it jg 
pce, and so it will be very improper for a prudent Government to spend 
money in giving effect to it. Nay, not only that: it 1s also proposed to realies 
this money with interest from a famished, poverty-stricken people. They 
are unable to pay the road cess, and the tax has at times to be realized with the 
help of certificates, and it 18 now proposed to add to their burden! | Section 3 
of tho Bill says that when Government has reason to believe that the health of a 
place is likely to be improved by constructing drainage works there, it will 
appoint Commissioners to carry out the measure, Now, in the first place, how 
is it to be ascertained that the construction of drains alone will improve the 
health of the place? It is, therefore, desirable that rules should be made 
requiring the inspection of the place by sanitary experts as an antecedent 
condition to constructing drains there. In the second place, no separate 
body of Commissioners is necessary to carry out the drainage scheme, for the 
thing may be managed by increasing the number of the elected members of 
District Boards, and by entrusting the work to them. Section 17, which says 
that if tho District Board rejects the plans, &¢., prepared by the Commis- 
sioners, it will have to pay the cost of their preparation, 1s unnecessary, for 
fear of incurring a burden will induce the District Boards to give their consent 
to the plans as a matter of course. The sections relating to the distribution 
of costs of drainage works among the people dre very complicated, and their 
working will result in great oppression. The provision. relating to the reali- 
sation of the drainage cess by means of the certificate procedure 1s very 
objectionable, and will only add to the miseries of the people. The writer 
thinks that the proceeds of: the Road Cess should be first utilised in sinking 
welts and excavating tanks, and drainage works should be undertaken afterwards, 
if necessary. The people ought to do their best to prevent the Bill from 
becoming law. ) 


dl. The Hitavadi of the 29th June says that the new amendment 
of the Criminal Procedure Code, which makes it 
compulsory on the part of zamindars and_ their 
avents, to give information of impending riots, 


The new amendment of the 
Criminal Procedure Code. 


has already begun to bear fruit; for the zamindars of the Azamgurh dis- 


trict, for fear of being oppressed by the police,. all fled to the hea:l-quarters 
before the Bagr-[d. It is hoped that Government will now sce the mischief 
Which has been done by the amendment, and will repeal it. 


92. The Datnik-o-Shanachdr Chandrika of the 4th July says that the 
me miners of Newcastle are trying to take advantage 
mining law fer of the resolutions passed by the Berlin Conference 
tu force upon India the English Law relating 
tominine Iibour, But the law that is good for English mines, where. various 
crimes result from women working in the company of other men than their 
husbands will not be wood for India, where no protection is needed for female 
labourers Teekuse they work in the company of their husbands and children. 
Besides, women and childien ia the Indian mines are never made to labour 
hard. But, however that may be, so long as Indian coal sells cheaper than the 
Newest: comnimditv. the Neweastle miners will not desist in their attempt 
to make the Lew of idbour in mines as hard in India as it is in England. 
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An Inspector of Mines has already been sent out from England to visit 
the Indian mines, and to report upon their working. It is certain that steps 
will be taken, after the submission of his report, to put restrictions upon the 
labour of women and children, and probably of men too. -To please Manchester 


the factory law of England had to be introduced into India. And the mine 


law must be introduced here to satisfy Newcastle. India must take a hard 
mining law, and taxe it very shortly. If the Liberal Government remains in 
ower, India will continue to have at the head of its administration the same 
{r. Fowler who sat on the Labour Commission and supported the resolutions 
assed at the Berlin Conference; and if the Conservative party come into power, 
nothing better should be expected from its Balfours, Courtneys or Sir John 
Gorsts. In the last Conservative Government, Sir John was Under-Secretary ; 
in the next he is likely to be the Secretary. 


Not only will a mining law be shortly passed in India, but the stringency 
of the Factories Act is also likely to be very much increased. Mr. Fowler was 
asked the other day in Parliament whether he knew of a mill near Calcutta 
being worked day and night, and why the English factory law was not enforced 
in tho case of lndien mills; and Mr. Fowler tried to appease the Manchester 

eople by saying that he would enquire into the matter. The Government of 
india has been asked to submit a report. ‘The order of the Secretary of 
State has also been communicated to the Local Governments. It is certain, 
therefore, that Mr. Fowler intends interference with the business of many mills 
in India. | 


The Anglo-Indians are very much pleased with Mr. Fowler for. refus- 
ing simultaneous examinations; but they are, curiously enough, censuring 


U 


Mr. Fowler for ee to pass a mining law for India, and they will certainly 


be extremely displeased with him if he passes such a law and makes the 
Factories Act harder. What can the Anglo-Indians say if the people of this 
country take this opportunity of avenging themselves upon their European fellow- 
subjects by supporting the Secretary of State in the matter of a mining law? 
All the mines in the country are owned by them, and the Indians will lose 
nothing if a mining law is passed. If the Indians do this, they will give the 
Anglo-Indians a lesson, But the Hindus will not do this, for they do not find 
it in their heart and nature to injure even him who is nobody to them. 


1V.—NATIVE STATES. 


03. A correspondent of the Bangavasi of the 30th June writes as follows 
regarding the present condition of Manipur :— 

The temple of Govinji was once the most 
sacred place in Manipur, and was held in such 
reverence that the Rajas would not engage in their day’s work without first 
coming there to make their obeisance to the god. It has now been converted 
intoa magazine. The old forts and magazines and the palaces of the Maharanis 
are now one vast heap of ruins, some portions of the latter alone being made 
into barracks. The two large bells on the two sides of the mautch ghar now 
ring, not to announce to the Manipuris Govinji’s evening worship, but to 
announce to the military the time for their parade. Bells and conch-shells have 
now given place to the bugle. 


In a large garden there is a temple consecrated to Hanumanji. The 
whole garden was given up to monkeys for their habitation, and in the time 
of the Rajas they were regularly supplied with food. But starvation has now 
reduced them to skeletons. One Lala Anup Chand Babu recently came on a 
visit to the temple, and moved by the condition of these animals, ordered the 
catibetion among them of one maund of rice every day and plantains from 
lime to time, 


Coming one day to the evening worship of Govinji, the correspondent was 
much pained to sce the god removed to a hut, with so little light in it that the 
Worshippers could not have a clear view of his image. 

There is now more money in Manipur and s0 rice which formerly sold at 4 
annas per maund is now selling at Rs. 2-8 per maund. 


The present condition of Mani- 
pur, 


BANGAVASI, 
June 30t1, 1894, 
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V.—ProsPects OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


54, Referring to the distress in tho Tippera district, the Witavadi of the 
29th June writes as follows :— 

The distress in the Tippera di3- ‘$C vou Commissioner Saheb, to whom hin 
— Majesty has entrusted the care of her subjects, what 
will sho think of you when she hears that several deaths have occurred from 
starvation in the Tippera district, that is to say, two in Kalikachha, two in 
Bangara, and one in Lesiara. The District Board was willing to distribute 
ten thousand rupees among the distressed people, but could not do so owing 
to your refusal to give it permission to do it. Will you not be pained in 
your own conscience if you hear that in consequence of your refusal to. 
grant this permission thousands suffered most cruelly, and many even died of 
starvation ? 


_ The only favour which the people of Tippera asked of you was the loan of 
a few hundred rupees. They were willing to mortgage their lands as security 
for thoir debts. But such was their ill-luck that they could not, even on this 
condition, have their own moneys lent to them because an enlightened Com- 
missioner in the service of an enlightened Government withheld permission. 


Neither are the. zamindars whose raiyats are suffering from scarcity doing 
much for their relief. It is true eight thousand rupees was granted from the | 
estate of the late Babu Annoda Prasad Jai, and another instalment of 
two thousand rupees has been, it is said, granted from the same estate for 
the relicf of the raiyats. But owing to bad distribution, the sum of five 


thousand rupees which had been granted by the Maharaja of Tippera failed 


to do the least good. Kumar Benoy Krishna of Sovabazar, in Calcutta, and 
Nawab Abdul Gunny of Dacca have not contributed anything towards the relief 
of their respective raiyats. Tho Kumar is the President of the Sovabazar 
Benevolent Society, and has lately contributed fifteen thousand rupees towards 
the establishmont of a play-ground for school-boys, but he has not contributed 
evon five thousand rupees towards the relief of his suffering raiyats. The 
Nawab of Dacca spends no end of moncy in litigation, but he has been unable 
to find a few thousand rupees to save his raiyats from starvation. And Sir 
Charles Elliott himself is to be asked if it would have been derogatory to the 
liberal policy of Government, if a few thousand rupees out of the famine 
fund—a fund made by sucking the people’s blood—had been lent to the famine- 
stricken raiyats of ‘Tippera? 

QO Burra Lat, O Chhota Lat, O Commissioner Saheb, you are the rulers and 
Ma Dup of the people; you would certainly suffer the severest agony to see 
your own sons and daughters in distress; but if you do not feel in the same 
way for your subjects, who are being burnt in the fire of misery, who will 
believe in your sympathy for them? ‘The Indians are a loyal people, and it 
would be for the good neither of tho rulers nor of the ruled if this sentiment 
of loyalty is destroyed by your indifference to their sufferings.” 


a0. A correspondent, a lessee of about fifty villages in Sonargaon, in the 
Dacca district, complains of severe distress in the 
place. The people are actually starving, and the 
raiyats’ only hope—the jute crop—though not 
vet reaped, has already been seized by the money-lenders. The Subdivisional 
Ofhicer of Naraimgan) 1s requested to make an enquiry into the condition of the 
people. 
og, A correspondent of the Langavasi of the 30th June says that never 
Distress in the  Faridpur id a famine last for so long a time as has the one 
district, which is now raging in the Faridpur district. 
The people of the villages of Khandarpara, Mahiara, Arjundaha and others 
adjomnmne them are complaining of severe distress. And well may they, for 
most of them are getting a meal at intervals of two or three days, and that only 
by heswing. Itven those who would not in ordinary times go out of their 
houses are begeing about from house to house. No loans of money are to be 
had even on the security of gold ornaments. The prospect was slightly better 
In the month of aes, when the winter crop was gathered; but it became worse 
as the unusually long drought of summer set in, and the rice plants withered 


T)istress in Sonargaon in the 
Dacea district. 
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‘away for want of rain. And now the water has so suddenly risen in conse- 
quence of heavy downpours that there is little chance of a successful crop. 
’ 57, The Saraswat Patra of the 30th June says that lately one night a 
woman was found lying unconscious in the verandah 
in front of the houso of Babu Trailokya Nath Basu, 
leader of Dacca. On regaining consciousness the woman said:that sho had 
ot no food to eat for the last two or three days. This woman was of the 
rishi caste; and the people of this caste, who live by begging, are in great distress 
just now. The other day about fourteon hundred beggars assembled to 
artake of the dinner which is given about this time every year by Babu Hani 
Afohan Rai of Bangalabazar in Dacca town. This is the largest number ever 
known to have assembled at this dinner. A large number of people of the 
rishi caste were also fed a few days ago by Khaja Salimulla Khan Bahadur. 
The beggars cared not for mangoes, jack-fruits, &c.: they said they wanted tho 
public to provide for them a handful of rice. 


Distress in Dacca town. 


Vic Mein caneows, 


58. The Charu Mihir of the 26th June has the following :— 

Up to this time only the Anglo-Indian Press 
and the Anglo-Indian officials had vented their 
spleon against: educated Bengalis, but it seems that the antipathy against them 
is now indulged in by Englishmen at home, and has found expression even in 
Mr. Fowler’s Civil Service despatch. In that despatch the Secretary of State, 
whilst admitting that. Bengalis have made greater progress in education than 
other Indian peuples, says that they have no strength of mind and are inferior 
to Sikhs and Musalmans in administrative ability. Now, it is not likely that a 
people who occupy so high a position in the world in education and culture 
that even the flower of English youths fear to compete with them, will long 
remain inferior in other respects. And it is unworthy of a brave people like 
the English to cast aspersions on a native without first putting them to the 
test. And is it, after all, true that Bengalis are so cowardly that the mere 
sound of a war-drum is enough to send them away for shelter under the skirts 

of theie wives’ sarees? Has their courage been ever put to the test on a battle- 
field? Did they ever receive military training from Government, and then 
rove themselves cowards in actual warfare? ‘The other day a cowardly 
Bengali, Babu Syama Kanta Banerji by name, tamed a large tiger at Patna in 
_ three days and publicly fought with the beast. Another Bengali, Pratapaditya, 
kept Raja Mansingh long at bay. During the Sepoy Mutiny a Bengali 
surgeon led English soldiers to ——s at Dinapore on the death of our British 
commanders, and Babus Dakshina Ranjan, Pyari Mohan, and Durga Charan 
gave proof of remarkable bravery in QOudh, Allahabad, and Rohilkhand 
respectively. Who, again, is not astonished to hear of the deeds of bravery 
and heroism done in Brazil by Babu Sures Chandra Viswas? If the Bengalis 
had been given facilities for obtaining a military education and admitted to the 
army, no one would have heard Englishmen accuse them of cowardice. 

As regards their administrative ability, Bengalis make excellent sub- 
divisional officers, and many of them have been for a long time discharging 
with credit the duties of District Judgeships. If Government wants to reserve 
all high posts under it for Europeans, it can say so openly. The writer would 
have appreciated the greatness of the English nation, and other countries would 
have admitted the nceble motive underlying British rule in India, if the 


The Bengalis as characterised 
in the Civil Service despatch. 


SARASWAT PATRA, 
June 30th, 1894. 


CHaru MIBIR, 
June 26th, 1894. 


English had raised a fallen people and taught them self-government. But 


instead of doing that, they are constantly abusing a subject people in a manner 
which is unworthy of a great nation. At a time like the present, educated 
Bengalis ought to conduct themselves with great caution. Their lives have not yet 
been formed on the high ideal of patriotism, and they are utterly unaccustomed 
to self-sacrifice. They will have now to do for their country and community 
what they are accustomed to do for their families. The Congress and the work 
of political agitation should not make them neglectful of the work of social 
reform; for they should bear in mind that the smallest flaw in their national 
- character will give their enemies an opportunity of indulging in wholesale 
' declamations against it abroad. 
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59, The Sahachar of the 27th June refers to the subject of the Hindy- 
Musalman riots, and observes as follows :— 
‘Government has repeatedly asked the leadoys 
of the people to meet together for the purpose of 
settling all quarrels between Hindus and Musalmans. Its recent amendment of 
the Criminal Procedure Code also shows that it relies on the people cf tho 
country for the preservation of peace. Now, people hope that Government wil] 
forgive them their faults and shortcomings as Lord Canning forgave the sepoys 
who took part in the mutiny. In the same way Government expects that 
whenever any of its officers go wrong, the people will forget their faults ang | 
not make unnecessary noise about them. It is true that some of the European 
officers of Government were at the bottom of many of the recent disturbances, 
and that Government was compelled to approve their acts. But the people 
should forget all that, and the leaders among them should devise means for 
preventing Hindu-Musalman quarrels in such a way as will give Government no 
trouble in future on that score. The officers of Government are foreigners, and 
as they cat beef themselves they cannot gauge Hindu feeling in regard to cow. 
slaughter. This being the case, it is inevitable that, when asked to interfere in 
cow-salughter quarrels, they should make mistakes. But the Musalmans live in 
this country and know how deeply the Hindus are pained by cow-slaughter, and 
they are bound to conduct themselves accordingly; on the other hand, the 
Hindus should do nothing which may be calculated to hurt Musalman feeling, 
Dr. Leitner notwithstanding, cow-slaughter for the purpose of the korbani has 
been long practised in India, and it is useless to object to it on the ground that 
it is not in vogue in other Musalman countries. Both Hindus and Musalmans 
respect long-established customs, and if it is right to uphold such customs in the 
case of tho Hindus, why should it be wrong to uphold them in the case of the 
Musalmans? But then Hindus want only this, that Musalmans should slaughter 
cows privately and respect the rules of the L’adishahs on the subject. If the two 
communities show forbearance to cach other, the present misunderstanding 
between them will disappear. Ifthe misunderstanding continues, the country 
will suffer politically. The present gerry in the Tory newspapers of 
England over the tree-daubing affair should open the eyes of the people. 
Government should know that the people are ready to do what it will ask them 
todo. Considering the nature of the times, the ruler and the ruled should act 
in harmony. It is not sound statesmanship to show undue favour to sections of 
the people, for the effect of such conduct on its part will be to gradually weaken 
the power of Government. Strong measures may be advantageous for a time; 
in the long run they do harm.” | 
60. One Abdul Gani, resident of Kaitala in Tippera, thus writes about 


— cow-slaughter quarrels in the Banganivasi of the 
A Musalman on the cow: 99th June:— 


slaughter question. 


The duties of the people in the 
cow-slaughter quarrels. 


‘It is a matter of regret that the writer's 
Musalman brethren have not yet made any attempt to practise the rites of their 
religion without giving offence to the Hindus. ‘They, as well as the Hindus, are 
India’s sons, and what is that which prevents them from sacrificing goats in 
place of cows, with the object of sparing the feelings of the latter? Why 
quarrel with the Hindus, when the rites of religion may be practised without 
giving offence to them? The Musalmans should bear in mind that these 
quarrels between themselves and the Hindus are the cause of all mischief. How 
long will they go against their commonsense and bring ruin upon themselves 
by following the instigation of foreign marads (quarrel-makers)? Let them settle 
their quarrels with the Ilindus and live together in peace and prosperity.” 
61. The Sudhakar of the 29th June has the following :— 
ee “There are two different opinions among the 
Congress. Musalmans rogarding the power and authority of 
| kings. Some among them think that the authority 
of kings is derived from God, and that kings are responsible to God alone for 
the way in which they exercise that authority, the duty of the subject being to 
obey them implicitly. These men bring forward, in support of their view, the 
text of tho Koran:—‘ You should obey the prophet sent y God and the persons 
Who are placed in authority over you. But the other and more sensible and 
better-informed party contend that the authority of kings is derived from the 


~~ 


eople, and that the subject 1s perfectly justified in advising the king in the 
faite of State. ‘These men bring forward, in-support of their view, the text of 
the Koran:—‘ The Musalmans should hold consultations in all important 


matters, and the saying of the prophet that the man most favoured by God is_ 


he who suffers martyrdom for dissuading a king from a wrong course of action. 
Such being the case, the more thoughtful portion of the Musalman commu- 
nity cannot but sympathise with the objects of the Congress, which professes to 
agitate for the improvement of the Indian administration and for securing for 
the Indian people at large a share in that administration. It may, therefore, be 
asked, why, sympathising as they do with the objects of the Congress, the 
Musalmans yet keep aloof from it. We shall now attempt to give a brief 
answer to this question. 

The representative system is suited only to that country in which the 
population is not formed of heterogeneous elements, in which each feels his own 
interest to be closely bound up with the general interest, and in which even the 
meanest can lay down his life for his country’s sake. 

But how stands it with India in all these respects? India is inhabited by 
a large number of distinct communities. Not to speak of the broad division of 
the population into Hindu and Musalman, those two communities are them- 
selves divided into numerous sects, of which no one has any sympathy with 
another. The educated Hindu, in spite of all his boast of enlightenment, 1s 
waking the caste distinction in his own community more and more ee 
It is not therefore to be expected that the Hindu will try to bridge the gulf 
between himself and the Musalman. Who shall deny that any good that may 
come to the mlechchha Musalmans will be cause for heartburning to the 
Hindu? The Indian Mirror, which is a leader of the Hindu community, would 
have a law passed to make the Musalman submit to the dictates of his own 
religion; the Amrita Dazar Patrika regards the Musalmans as slaves, and the 
Dangavast is for reintroducing the caste system in all its rigour; and the cow- 
protection associations would fain turn the beef-eating Musalmans out of India. 


We cannot understand what good the country can expect from insincere | 


peome who have one thing in their minds and another thing on their lips. We 
ioped much from the educated leaders of the Congress, but we have now found 
them out. Let the ignorant Musalmans educate themselves, and let the educated 
Hindus try to reform their character, and the objects of the Congress will be 
gained in a short space of time. | 

62. A correspondent of the Samay of the 29th June has the following 


a on the subject of tree-smearing :— 
An explanation of the tree-smear- 


ins inchiont. However much a Hindu may be blinded by~ 


superstition, he has not that in his nature which 
makes a man rise or rebel against his sovereign. A Hindu believes in 33 crores 


of gods, though he knows the names of and worships only a few among them, 
just as a chemist deals in the chief among the sixty-six elements, and leaves out 
the rest as difficult to get. A Hindu worships the goddess Kali, and makes her 
an offermg of a goat when he himself feels a desire for goat’s flesh; worships 
the goddess Chandi when he is attacked with fever; the goddess Shasthi when a 
vets a son; the God Brahma on the occurrence of frequent fires; the goddess 


Oladevt when cholera rages; the goddess Sitala when the small-pox breaks out; the — 


voddess Manasa in a serpent scare, and, lastly, the god Ghentu to get rid of the 
itch or when there is daladali in the village. 

In the western districts of Bengal the god Ghentu is worshipped in the 
plant of that name, but in the eastern districts an earthen pot is made to 
represent the god. As has been said above, the god Ghentu is worshipped when 
there is quarrel or daludali. Owing to the cow-killing quarrels of last year, 
he was worshipped this year with unusual pomp in the western districts of 
Bengal. The ‘articles used in his worship are cowdung, mud, broken cowrie- 
shells, the flower of the plant Ghentu, pan, rice-paste, &c., and the worship 
takes p'ace at daybreak, and gencrally in the month of Chaitra. 

It is not known why in East Bengal the plant is not taken to represent the 
god. But even there, as soon as the worship is finished, the cowdung and the 
cowrie-shells used in the worship are duubed upon the upper wood of the 
door-frame of the bed-room of the mistress of the house. ‘This is a clear 
proof that the tree image is the most accepted form of the god. What 
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at the root of this scare. 
‘has already been made too much of. The cries of panic from England have 


( 


wonder then that the trees in West Bengal, where the worship, for the reason 
assigned above, was conducted with greater religious fervour this year, should 
have come to be smeared with mud and hair? Indeed, there is nothin 

objectionable in this smearing, for there is nothing new in it, and the practice 
has existed from time immemorial, not ouly in West Bengal, but also in g 
somewhat modified form in East Bengal and in Calcutta itself. If, therefore. 
Envlishmen have become alarmed at the smearing, it is not the fault of the 
natives ; it only shows how chicken-hearted Englishmen in India are. It is the 
sensation and agitation among Englishmen which has encouraged some wicked 
Hindus and Musalmans to devise means to throw them into deeper panic, and 
they sccm to have succeeded. Indeed, the conduct of Englishmen under this 
scare has excited laughter among the natives, who did not know before that 
lion’s whelps could bo so feeble-hearted. ‘The English officials themselves were 
However that may be, let the matter drop now, as it 
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almost deafened the Indians, and some stupid Englishmen are in danger of 
yoing mad crying sedition among natives. People may cry sedition either in 
joke, or in order to fill the columns of am nays or to show to the British 
public their intimate knowledge of matters Indian, but let them take care that 
a false cry docs not at last bring on the real thing. 

63. The Bangavasi of the 30th June says that the Christian Literature 

tin tan has issued a pamphlet called “Bharate 

Society's pamphlet on cow. gohatya,” which is full of expressions of ill-feeling 
slaughter. against the Hindus. The Society must be a great 
favourite with Sir Charles Elliott, or His Honour would certainly have stopped 
the publication by it of a book which is calculated to excite race-feeling. 

64. The same paper says that in mediating between the Shiahs-and 
Sunnis of Gaya, Sir Charles Elliott said that one 
sect will not be allowed to do in public anything 
which will wound the feelings of the other. But 
these are alarming words. Will the time then come when the images of gods 
will not be allowed to be carried through the streets? Sir Charles Elliott’s 
utterances should not at least be allowed to go unchallenged. 

6d. It is not clear to the same paper what the Lnglisiman’s intention 
may be in continuing the tree-smearing agitation, — 
when the Bagr-Id festival has been over. Seeing 
that the subject is being made so much of only in the quasi-official newspapers, 
some people have begun to think that this tree-smearing affair is entirely of 
Government’s own making. And the fact that although trees have been smeared 
in almost every province and district, the origin of the incident has not yet 
come to light, seems to lend colour to this view. Some people are now trying 
to explain away the phenomenon by saying that it is the work of pigs and 
buffaloes. But they apparently think that the natives of India are all cbildren. 

66. In refcrence to tho petition which has been submitted to the Lieuten- 
ant-Governor by the people of Ariadaha in the 
24-Parganas district against Raja Janakiballabh 
Sen, the same paper says that the villagers should 
have settled their differences with the Raja by getting an experienced and 
-cool-headed man among them to mediate in the matter, and not wasted their 
time, money, and energy in this quarrel. | 

67, The Saajicant of the 30th June says that it is going the round of the 
press that a large number of European residents 
in Allahabad were exceedingly panic-stricken on the 
nicht following the Bagr-Id day. It is also 
rumoured that a number of Europeans in that town, who were invited by the 
ofcers in garrisun to play at tennis on the same evening, refused to leave the 
fort during the night, and had tobe accommodated there. These stories, if true, 
show to what a plight the English have brought themselves by exciting ill-feel- 
ing between the Hindus and Musalmans. 

6X, “The same paper says that it 1s not truce that the natives look upon the 
European officials with dislike, and nothing will 
induce them to regard them with better feelings. 
The present Magistrate of Berhampore has earn 
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the love and gratitude of the ong of this country by his kind treatment of 
one of his clerks, and Mr. Carlyle, the Magistrate of Tippera, has made himself 
exceedingly popular by exerting himself so much on behalf of the distress- 
stricken people of his district. As a matter of fact, the people of this country 
tnow how to show respect and gratitude where they are doserved. ‘There are 
also no people on the face of the earth who are satisfied so easily and with so 
little as the people of India. 

69, The Sulabh Dainik of the 3rd July is astonished and alarmed to read 
Lord Elgin’s praise in the Lnglishman newspaper, 
and does not know if the praise. is real praise or 
) hidden sarcasm. | 
70. The Dainik-o-Samchar Chandrika of the 5th July thus examines Sir 


George Chesney’s strictures on the native press of 
Sir George Chesney on the J[niig: | 
native press. | eee 


The Englishman newspaper on 
Lord Elgin. 


According to Sir George, there is a sort of 
free masonry among the members of the native press, and they express 
themselves uniformly on all questions. But is not this uniformity of tone a 
characteristic also of the Anglo-Indian press? Have not the Liberal and the 
Tory papers in England a uniform tone of their own? Again, unani- 
mity of tone bespeaks unanimity of opinion, and this was seen during the 
Consent Act controversy. But even on that occasion, there was no absolute 
unanimity of tore among all the Hindu papers, and some of them took the side 
of the non-Hindu ones. And though this uniformity of tone on the part of the 
native press is annoying to Sir George, the writer looks upon it with satisfac- 
tion. Sir George’s statement that the native papers oppose all acts of Govern- 
ment 18 not true. They oppose only such acts of Government as are cal- 
culated to injure either the religion or the interests of the people. When 
this is not the case, the native press stands by Government, If it had not 
been so, it would not have soncsel the appointment of the Opium Commission 
and protested against the Factories Act and the proposed legislation relating to the 
mines. Sir George says :—‘“‘ While all the native papers are opposing Govern- 
ment, it contents itself simply, by translating those papers into English. He appa- 
rently wishes to stop the translation and to revive the Press Act. He thinks that 
the revival of the Act will, by gagging the native press, enable the officers of Gov- 
ernment to do what they like, and the millennium of the Indian administration will 
come. The officers of Government will do what they like, and soldiers will be 
ready to protect them in case of need. Sir George blows hot and cold in the 
same breath. He now feels anxious for the native press, and then says that it 
is worthless and not worthy of notice. The very next moment he discovers 
his mistake, and thinks that it has gathered strength in consequence of the 
number of its members, It is, therefore, his wish that that press should be 
either gagged or blown off the cannon’s mouth. He has tried to excite the 
ye qen of the British race against the native press by saying that it levies 
_ black-mail upon native princes and respectable native gentlemen by abusing and 
waligning them, A truthful man like him ought to be made a great Padre in 
England. Will he say which press it wasthe native or the Anglo-Indian was 
implicated in the th Miche scandals? But the writer will make no further 
reference to the Anglo-Indian press. with the object of contradicting low and 
despicable Anglo-Indian writers, and false, despicable and ungentlemanly 
statements of Sir George. The writer conducts a newspaper from a sense of 
duty and in the interest of both the rulers and the ruled, Sir George Chesney 
and narrow-minded Anglo-Indians alike do no understand this. But it 1s 
oe for the writer to know that there is honesty and impartiality even in 
ngland. 
71. The samo paper refers to the quarrel ,between Raja Janaki Ballabh 
fi ia a oa Alga the people of Ariadaha, and says as 
The writer is very sorry that, relying on the statement of the Raja’s party, 
most of the native papers are blaming the people of Ariadaha. He knows more 
about the quarrel than most of his contemporaries, and will not express his 
opinion until the matter is decided one way or the other. Nor will he give his 
opinion as to whether the Deputy Magistrate of Sealdah is competent or incom- 


petent, or as to whether the Magistrate of Alipore is proceeding rightly or 
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wrongly with the case. The contemporaries should have waited until the 


people’s memorial to the Licutenant-Governor was disposed of. But they are 
trying to prejudice His Honour on behalf of the Raja. The people of Ariadah, 
say that the Raja wants to take possession of the room set apart for gangujatris 
and this statement should be enquired into. It is hoped that the Lieutenant. 
Governor's decision will be impartial. 


UriyA PAPERS. 


72. The death of Babu Bhuleb Mukherji is mourned by all the native 
yapers of Orissa. ‘They give an account of his life, 
iighly appreciating the munificent donation of his 
later years in the interests of Sanskrit learning and 


: The late Babu Bhudeb Mukher- 
ji. 


other charitable objects. 
73. The Utkaldipika of the 2nd June writes strongly against the provisions 

: of the Sanitary Drainage Bill, and points out that 

- age Woy Oe ie people of Lower Bengal are not in a position to 
bear the additional burden that the Bill proposes 
to place onthem, As regards sanitation, the writer is confident that the provi- 
sions of the Municipal Act and of the Local Self-Government Act are sufficient 
for all practical purposes. The writer further points out that ill-health in 
Bengal may not dean be attributed to bad drainage, as the opinions of author- 
ities on the subject vary, and that persons interested in land, such as zamindars 
and raiyats. cannot, if at all, be held responsible for bad drainage, as the action 
of railway authoritics in constructing railways and of road-cess authorities in 
constructing village roads has contributed a great deal towards the obstruction 
of the natural passages of water that existed before the railways and roads in 
question came into existence. eee | 
74. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 31st May resents the racial distinc- 

: : tion which that circular of the Director of Public 
Phe eo con ® Director Of Instruction, Bengal, creates, which lays down that 
while Hindu students above 14 may not join certain 


classes of Government schools, Muhammadan students above that age may do 


so, and observes that if the object of the circular be to dissociate grown-up 
young men from company of little boys, how can the object be attained if 
equally grown-up Muhammadan lads are allowed to associate with such young 
children as he in need of so much care. 


AS8AM PAPERS. 


75. The Paridarshak for the first fortnight of Asar says that it is not 
probable that Mr. Lyall will be able to do much 
for Assam during his three months, but he isa 
man of great education and ability, and his heart is as noble as his family 
connections. It was by force of character that he was promoted from the 
Assam service to his present substantive post. The writer is glad that he has 
obtained his present temporary promotion, and prays to God to give him greater 
worldly advancement. , 
76. The same paper says that Mr. Ward has, on Mr. O’Brien’s report, 
Mr. Ward inthe case of Babu een satisfied that the charges brought against Babu 
Kedarnath Sannyal, Extra Assist- Medarnath Sannyal, Extra Assistant Commissioner 
ant Compusnoner, of Habiganj, in an affidavit, and which were 
published in this paper sometime ago (sce Report of the Native Papers for 
week ending 31st March 1694, paragraph 55° were unfounded, It must be noted 
in this connection that Mr. Ward is Babu Kedarnath’s patron. Why has not 
Mr. Ward transferred Babu Kedarnath from Habiganj ? 
77. “Phe same paper cannot agree in the Sirhattavasi’s opinion of 
Mr. Greaves, Judge of Sylhet, and says that there 
has never been a more conscientious Judge on the 


Mr. Lyall in Assam. 


Mr. Greaves, Judge of Sylhet. 
Sylhet Bench. 

78. “The same paper says of Babu Jaygopal Sinha, Sub-Judge of Sylhet, 

— Babu Jaygepal Sinka. Sub-Ju lye that his practico of attaching too much importance 

RE as ll K’ ~to the letter of the law and of the circulars, and 

ice riving little scope to his own discretion often causes 
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uch inconvenience to parties and mukhtars, and leads to quarrels with them. 
The file of Sylhet, too, seems too heavy for Jaygopal Babu, and it is hoped that 
the District Judge will revive the question of appointing an Additional Sub- 
Judge in Sylhet. ; 
79. The Srthattavasi for the first fortnight of Asar says that the culprit 
) _ who committed the murder at Chhararpar in Sylhet 
The Chhararpar murder casein ig not likely to be traced if detectives are not 
Sylnet- employed to find him out. In connection with the 
investigation of this case the writer would ask the police to ape reliable 
information before searching the houses of respectable people like some maha- 
jans of Bandar bazar. The police should also bear in mind that torture is not 
always the surest means of getting at the truth. 

30. The same paper is glad to notice that better arrangements for police 
watch at night have been made in Sylhet, and hopes 
that the arrangements will be made permanent. 
The writer would advise the Deputy Commissioner to require the police to pay 
visits at night to the houses of all bad characters in order to see whether they 
are at home or not. 

81. Tho same paper says that the people of the Habiganj subdivision in 

wae 2 the Sylhet district are in great distress from scarcity. 
stad diet Ugbigan} in the The aman crop of last year was destroyed, and 
3 there is little prospect of the aus crop of this year 
turning out a good one. The people are already borrowing money at an 
interest of 12 to 14 per cent. by pledging their gold and silver ornaments and 
domestic utensils, From facts to woe people appear even to be starving there. 

82. The same paper has the following :— | 
, Roenege _ “Never before under British rule did a provin- 
Bos esas Elliott's Darjeeling gia] Governor make such an open and unjust attack 
eae upon any people or religion as did Sir Charles 
Elliott the other day upon the Hindus and their religion. But this, though new 
under British rule, is nothing new to the Hindus. For under Aurungzeb the 
Hindus incurred the displeasure of their rulcr, taxes were imposed upon their 
sannyasis, and their temples were demolished. But the stupid Emperor, while 
thus trying to stamp out Hinduism, failed to see that a religion which had such 
a firm hold upon the hearts of its followers as to induce many of them to spend 
their lives as mendicants, to enter the fire, to devote their whole lives to the 
contemplation of God, sitting on the summits of snow-capped mountains, was 
not to be so easily banished. 

The Hindus do not at all feel aggrieved at being called ‘heathens.’ But 
was 1t decorous on the part of Sir Charles Elliott, ruler of a province as ho is, 
to single out the Hindus for this name? Does it not show that His Honour 
entertains secret ill-fecling against that people? The Hindus would not have 
minded the epithet if it had come from the Musalmans, But the distinction 
of Hindu and Musalman: made by Sir Charles Elliott by using it has not added 
to lis prestige as a ruler. 

The Lieutenant-Governor’s statement that the Hindu revival is proving 
unfavourable to British rule hag very much alarmed the Hindus, who are at a 
loss to make out how the Lieutenant-Governor got such anidea, when Hinduism 
has little to do with this life or world, and has all its attention directed towards 
the next. As a ruler Sir Charles can say anything he likes; but it is the 
Writer's duty as an editor, and as a monthpiece of the public, to protest against 
his recent utterances. 

Under Sir Charles Elliott Bengal seems thrown into a convulsion. Under 
no former Lieutenant-Governor did such wails of despair rise in that province. 
There seems, indeed, something that is gone wrong in the whole Indian 
administration. 


Night watch in Sylhet. 
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